
Thanks for the harmonica 

"Thanks for the harmonica you gave me for Christmas," little 

Joshua said to his uncle the first time he saw him after the 

holidays. "It's the best present I ever got." 

"That's great," said his uncle. "Do you know how to play it?" 

"Oh, I don't play it," the little fellow said. "My mom gives me a 

dollar a day not to play it during the day and my dad gives me 

five dollars a week not to play it at night." 

A Husband’s Gift 

After she woke up, a woman told her husband, 

“I just had a dream that you gave me the most beautiful diamond necklace. What do you 

think it means?” 

“You'll know tonight.” he said with a smile. 

The woman could hardly think of anything else all day and she couldn't wait for her husband 

to return home. That evening, the man finally came home with a small package and gave it 

to his wife. Delighted, she opened it excitedly to find a book entitled…The Meaning of 

Dreams 

(Saints Speak) 
I am certainly unfit to advise anyone else on the devotional life. My own rules are (1) To 

make sure that, wherever else they may be place, the main prayers should *not* be put ‘last 

thing at night.’ (2) To avoid introspection in prayers—I mean not to watch one’s own mind to 

see if it is in the right frame, but always to turn the attention outwards to God. (3) Never, 

never to try to generate an emotion by will power. (4) To pray without words when I am able, 

but to fall back on words when tired or otherwise below par. 

C.S. Lewis, 1898-1962, Letter to Mrs. Ursula Roberts, Anglo Catholic Apologist 

 

To a preacher who kept saying, "We must put God in our lives," the Master said, "He is already 

there. Our business is to recognize this."  Anthony de Mello, SJ,  One Minute Wisdom 

 

People are only influenced in the direction in which they want to go, and influence consists 

largely in making them conscious of their wishes to proceed in that direction. 

T. S. Eliot, 1888-1965, American poet, essayist, playwright 
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